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126 The Natural Rights of Woman.

This is the spirit which is to regenerate and improve the world.
It recognises " the march of mind;" it encourages inquiry; it
provides for constant progression in the cause of moral truth and
human happiness. It is with these impressions and under these
convictions, that I am led to anticipate the vast benefits flowing
from the principles and efforts of our pious forefathers. The most
happy and the most extensive results are evidently to follow from
the diffusion of such a spirit, and from an imitation of the noble
example of the Puritans.
At the present day, indeed, and especially in our favored coun
try, we need not fear persecution, or chains, or tortures. But are
we not accessible to the ignoble and debasing influence of low
ambition, of ease, and wealth, of a love of popularity, which may
deter us from the exercise of that independent spirit, which our
fathers exhibited ; to do and suffer ourselves for the great good of
posterity and of mankind? "Nothing important," says the elder
Mr. Adams, "is to be achieved, but by great efforts and perseve
rance, but by disinterested and ardent patriotism."
The praises of Carver, Robinson, Bradford, fVinslow, Standish,
Brewster, Endicot, Winthrop, EJiillips, Saltonstall, and others,
have been often and justly recited*. But there was a Shirley, an
Andrews, a Beauchamp, and a Hatherly, (most of whom, never
came to America,) without whose generous co-operation and sup
port, the feeble band of the Pilgrims would have been broken in
pieces, and scattered to the four winds of heaven.
Sons of the Pilgrims, go on in the glorious career which they
commenced, under so many obstacles and discouragements.
They have trodden the path to immortality. Let us build upon
their foundation. Let us cherish the interests of learning and of
religion, the' cause of free inquiry and of civil liberty ; and
strengthen and improve the institutions, which they established.
Let us imitate their virtues, imbibe their noble spirit of inde
pendence and their pre-eminent love of truth ; and thus contri
bute our humble part to the improvement and happiness of our
race. ALPHA.

THE NATURAL RIGHTS OF WOMAN.
Nearly six thousand years have passed, since the Great Crea
tor of the universe, crowned his labors by giving being to the
most noble and intelligent of all his creatures—immortal man.
Male and female, created he them; but declared them of one
bone— one flesh—one mind. To them he directed his divine com
mands—and gave them rule over all that he had made. Their
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wisdom—their intelligence —their sovereignty was equal. God
blessed them both, and gave them united dominion over the earth
and the sea; and bade them to continue as he had created them,
in love and harmony. He looked upon all that he had made; and
beholding it was good, he rested from his labors.
But it seems that man soon became wiser than his Maker, and
discovered that the Almighty was mistaken, or had made a mis
take, and that all the mind, or at least the greatest part of it, had
been bestowed upon himself, and that woman had received only a
poor pittance, the mere leavings, and scrapings that could be ga
thered after his own wise brain was furnished. At what precise

fieriod
this important secret was found out by man—or what first

ed to the discovery—whether the more exquisite personal beauty
of woman, put him upon thinking—whether his own innate desire
of absolute rule—or what first prompted him to arrogate to him
self the superiority of intellect over nis fair companion,—remains
to the researches of the curious to determine ; and to the curious
it must be an interesting subject of inquiry; and one which, I
trust, will not be overlooked in this age of investigation, and pro
found research; for surely it is as desirable to learn wherein the
brain of Adam was different from that of his wife, as it is to know
that the jaw bone of a mammoth was different from that of an ele
phant; and antiquarian naturalists would do well to bestow some
of their invaluable labor, more invaluable time, and twenty times
invaluable thoughts, upon so important a subject. Nothing would
afford me greater satisfaction than to be able to tell my fair sisters
the very day and hour when it was first proved to woman that she
was a dunce. But this is not in my power. It does not appear,
however, that it was proved while man remained innocent; since
it would argue ill of his wisdom to submit to, and follow the ad
vice of his inferior, in so important an affair as the loss of para
dise. It is possible — (though every thing must rest in conjecture,
till the question is finally settled)—it is possible there might exist
some slight apprehension, after the apple-eating business, of Eve's
influence; and to check this influence it was requisite to persuade
both her and himself, that she was a very beautiful fool, compared
to his own rougher person, and stronger mind ; for it is univer
sally admitted on all sides, that nothing but the acknowledgment
of her superior beauty, could, in any age whatever, have induced
woman even seemingly, to acquiesce in the mental superiority ar
rogated by man ; who, to reconcile her to his sovereignty, insinu
ated that it would have been unjust in the Almighty to have given
her such powerful personal cha:ms, without balancing the favor
by a double portion of understanding to him.
This is the way many people pretend the business was first set
tled between the two parties. But, however this may be, or what
ever the original cause of the arbitrary distinction between the
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masculine and feminine mind, it seems to have been very early
established, and to have been acted upon through every age, and
in every state of society, whether civilized or savage, up to the
present century ; and to make that real, which was at first only
assumed, when the arts began to be invented, and learning to ap
pear, woman was carefully excluded from all participation in the
knowledge of either. She was not permitted to enjoy a single ray
of the light of science, nor to feel the genial influence of its invi
gorating beams ; but was immersed within the prison gates of ig
norance and superstition, and every avenue to escape guarded
with Turkish vigilance, Pagan superstition, and Popish bigotry.
And this system of female exclusion prevailed in all countries,
up to so late a period, that the immortal Milton, himself the in
tellectual sun that enlightened the whole literary hemisphere, re
fused to let his own daughters be taught to write.
In the dark ages, when learning had become extinct, and the
land involved in Pagan, gloom and Pagan ignorance, when each
groped his untracked way by the dim light of his own untutored
understanding, what superiority was then seen in the mind of
man over that of woman ? In what shone the brightness of his
genius more brilliant than hers ? In what does the uninstructed
Indian, of whatever clime, discover a more powerful mind, than
his obedient, unpretending queen? Or if woman ever were really
inferior to her lord and master, where was the danger of allowing
her to enjoy the same advantages of education with himself; an
equal participation in all the means of improving her mental pow
ers ? If these powers of mind were inferior, she could not equal,
much less excel him, with every external advantage to aid her.
If nature has made a difference, that difference must appear still.
It could not be apprehended that that knowledge which makes
man so much better, should make her worse. It could not be ap
prehended that she should spoil a pudding, merely from knowing
now to read a receipt for one ; or that the art of cookery must
decline by means of one woman's being able to write oft' a receipt
for another. Besides, how many an erudite treatise upon this ex
alted science must have been lost to the world, had woman never
burst. her bonds, nor learned to read. Man, even in the exalted
pre-eminence of his superior understanding, must then have laid
aside the pen of inspiration, to take up the frying pan ; or his

palate must have suffered the martyrdom of swallowing a dinner,
that had not enjoyed the scientific blessing of Mrs. Glass. And
what department of literature would be more missed, at the pre
sent day, than that which relates to cookery ? Or who more
anxious to promote it

,

than the learned archbishops, bishops, and
other good, fat, literatis? Or what would Peter Morris, M. D.,
or W. Blackwood, JE. D., have found to fill their interesting
literary pages, had not eating and drinking been admitted into
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the catalogue of fine arts, and allowed a distinguished place in
the annals of polite literature and fashionable belles lettres?
Man must have been either blind, or abstinent,, not to have per
ceived the improvement that would be made in a dish of cow's
heels, by woman's being taught to read, though he could not dis
cover how it should improve her own mind ; and this makes it

appear the more strange, that he so long feared to let her learn.
That must be monstrous cowardice indeed, which fears an infe
rior being, even against its own interest.
But did man gain that sovereignty by the degradation of his fair

companion —his equal and his friend—which he anticipated, when
he assumed the superiority, or when he actually created it, by de
priving her of the means of mental improvement I The love of
power is a passion no less ardent in the weak than in the strong ;
and when she saw herself defrauded of those rights, and denied
that native equality which God had bestowed upon her, she natu
rally bent her views to the securing of her own influence, unper-
ceived and unsuspected by her oppressor ; and while she appeared
to acquiesce in his arrogated or created superiority of intellect,
and submitted to be thought beautiful and silly, she only studied
how she should, with these, outwit wisdom and knowledge ; and
with no other weapons than beauty and cunning, she has managed
to support no very unequal warfare, from the time of her early de
gradation, up to the present period of returning equality. These
have been not only her weapons, but her shield and defence.
Wisdom and strength were assumed by man—he comes openly
to the field, with his banners displayed, and demands the rule.
She approaches under covert—fights under a flag of truce, and
conquers by stratagem. And woman has conquered—has divided
the power-—has ruled, and reigned over man, ten times more ef
fectually and efficiently, than if she had been educated upon a
footing of equality, and taught and treated as his equal. But her
sway has now been a degradation and disgrace to both. She has
gained and supported it by art, cunning, fraud, and deceit; her
mind has become really debased, low, and weak. In proportion
as man has improved by science, arts, and literature, she has de
teriorated by the practice of low cunning and subtilty ; and it
cannot be denied, that at no very remote period, the mind of man
was very superior to that of woman. But that this distinction was
artificial, and not natural, there have always been instances of
female intelligence and female merit to prove. There has always
been, in all ages, a Sappho and an Anna Comenna, to redeem the
stigma of native inferiority. And what stronger argument needs
there to show their equal capacities, than to behold, even in times
of mortified exclusion and oppression of the female mind, some
few, who, struggling through every discouragement which pride,
injustice, vanity, or prejudice can contrive, force their way to

17
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literary distinction, and obtain the laurel, in spite of all the efforts
to prevent them ; and that claim the unwilling suffrages of men,
who grudge to give what they dare not withhold ; some few, who,
like Prometheus, have stolen a spark of celestial fire, and anima
ted their own frame of clay ? What praise is not due to worth
like this ; worth which fashion, envy, malice, cannot crush, nor
pride, ignorance or contempt, subdue ; talents which cannot be
obscured—but which shine even amidst the greatest Cimmerian
darkness that at any time eveloped the female mind.
We all ascribe more to the merit of those men who make their
way to honors and distinctions, through difficulties and dangers,
than to those who attain them, in alliance with birth and fortune.
We give more credit to the talents of a Burns, a Ramsay, or a
Hogg, than to those of a Sir Walter Scott, or a Lord Byron ; be
cause we conclude, that men born and bred in poverty and ob
scurity, must have extraordinary merit, to force their way through
these obstacles, and attain such excellence in poetry. \ et pover
ty and obscurity, powerful as they are, are not so powerful as the
enemies which formerly obstructed the progress of female talents.
Every woman who discovered that she nad a mind capable of im
provement, had the deficiencies of education to supply—she had
the prejudices of one sex to encounter, and the envy, ill-nature,
and affected contempt of the other. The universal opinion of
mankind was forestalled against her, and she had the injustice of
illiberal and partial criticisms to apprehend ; and in addition to
these, that still more appalling, and more potent foe to merit—
the terror of ridicule —the fear of being pointed at by the finger
of affected scorn, and held in derision by those envious multi
tudes, who take infinite pleasure and infinite pains, to bring into
contempt, the talents and merit they cannot hope to equal. She
has had almost every external discouragement to dissuade her
from the cultivation of her mind, and the improvement of her in-

- tellectual faculties; and no other inducement to improve these,
than the internal satisfaction to be derived from the improve
ment. The pleasure derived from the possession of intellectual
treasures, is certainly great; yet the treasures cannot be great,
which are acquired and used only in solitude.
In France, I believe, the two sexes have generally stood nearer
upon a par in this respect, than in any other country. Their edu
cation has been nearly the same. The same subjects are common
to both. Both have pursued the same studies—both read the same
books—both thought on the same topics—both converse upon the
same—and both feel that they are members of the same great fa
mily, and born to promote its general interest. Each is pleased
with the acquirements of the other, and valued for these acquire
ments, whether man or woman. It is alike necessary to both, to
be well informed; and in no country in Europe can there be
found more enlightened, intelligent circles, than in Paris.
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In England, a century ago, there does not appear to have been
many females who distinguished themselves in any other manner
than by their intrigues at court. But if the notion of feminine in
feriority existed at that period in England, it seems not to have
been imbibed by Swift, Arbuthnot, and all the other eminent wri
ters of that age, who, whatever they may have asserted for argu
ment or satire,— in their private letters, where the heart is seen,
they uniformly treat woman as an equal. And the great censor
Johnson, has not hesitated to quote the opinion of females in ma
ny places in his poetical criticisms. Yet their education was cer
tainly neglected, and every way inferior to that of the other sex;,
and indeed, is so still, notwithstanding they are assuming their
rank among the candidates for, and aspirants after, literary fame.
But even in this enlightened and liberalized age, woman is not
allowed to take her place undisputed. Scarely an authoress of
any distinction appears, that she is not assailed with the hackney
ed weapons of ill-natured sarcasm, and pitiful sneers at blue stock
ing pedants and petticoat declaimers. Vexed that their favorite
doctrine of mental inferiority is forever exploded, the enemies of
female improvement still vent their spleen against every produc
tion issuing from the pen of a woman, and strive to make tier feel
the effect, though the principle is allowed to be false.
That the fair sex have at length succeeded in establishing their
claim to a participation in whatever relates to the mind of man—
notwithstanding the unpardonable indifference of fathers and bro
thers, the cruel neglect of their understanding in their education,
the suppression of every inducement to cultivate their mind, the
contempt manifested for their opinion, and the all-powerful influ
ence of sneering at blues, pedants, and learned ladies—that, spite
of all these, they have obtained the unwilling acknowledgment
from all men capable to judge of merit, the reluctant confession,
that their capacities are equal to those of the other sex, speaks
more in favor of their talents, than volumes devoted to that end.
This brings conviction not to be evaded. It only remains for
them to improve the advantages now no longer denied, and to
show that they are worthy to hold the rank at last yielded to them,
which can only be done by the general improvement of their whole
sex. Women are now pretty much in the state of a colony just
emerged from dependence. They have many errors of the old
system to eradicate, as well as new improvements to promote.
But as I have a good opinion of their wisdom, I have no doubt of
their brilliant success, provided they choose good rulers: for if
we observe life anywise attentively, we shall perceive that every
virtue, every vice, folly, fashion, or what not, has a leader—a
ruler.
In no country have the extrinsic advantages of education, and
the opportunities for cultivating the mental faculties, been more
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equally divided between boys and girls, than in the United States.
Girls are sent to school as early as boys, and often kept as long
there. Seminaries have been established for them in every part
of the union. If colleges and academies have been erected for the
one, colleges and academies have also been erected for the other.
Teachers have been engaged to instruct them in whatever they,
or their parents, wished them to learn. Scarcely a branch of
science can be named, that is not professed to be taught in our
young ladies' academies. All branches of polite literature, and
almost all of classic, not only may be learned, but nominally are
learned by the ladies. Books are attainable by all classes—pub
lic and private libraries are accessible to all. In no place do the
women, particularly the young, have more leisure for improve
ment—the easy circumstances of most of our commercial citizens,
leave the daughters the command of their own time. I appeal to
the fair daughters of the mistress of our commerce, the city of
New York, how few, among the multitude of her lovely belles,
ever spend one hour in any domestic occupations, or the house
hold concerns of their parents. They have time for study, and
money for books ; while the moral rectitude, and happy simplicity
of our national character, fortunately exempts them from the slave
ry of fashionable pleasures. Our prosperity has not yet reached
to profligacy, nor brought upon the most wealthy, the vices and
voluptuousness of the rich of other nations; nor involved the
most dissipated in one perpetual round of dissipation. The most
fashionable woman can also participate in the calm and quiet
pleasures of retirement, and spend half her hours in reading,
without endangering her reputation as a fashionable. Indeed, the
most devoted slave to popular amusements, could not find enough
of these to occupy all her time; while the unanimous opinion of
the Americans concur in despising the character of a dissipated
woman—the most effectual of all arguments against female dissi-

fation.
Yet with all these advantages, in no one country where

have known society, has there existed so much difference be
tween the information of the sexes, as is generally the case in
these states—no place where the education of women is so light,
superficial, and useless ;—and of the men, so solid and substan
tial ; and yet the expenses of their education have been nearer
equal than any where else. The cost of bringing up a girl accord
ing to the late, and I fear present system, of music, drawing, dan
cing, French, Italian, and half a dozen other masters, is not less
than that for a boy at college. But how great is the difference
between the knowledge acquired ! Whence comes it, that with
equal advantages, the women are so uninformed, that only a few
of them can support conversation upon any other than the most
trifling subjects ? Those who still maintain that the capacities of
women are not on a par with those of men, (for some such yet re
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main,) bring forward the American ladies, en masse, to support
their position. These say, truly, that the women here have nad
just the same opportunities—nay greater opportunities, and more
time for mental improvement, than the other sex ; yet, that they
find the generality to be ignorant, inconsistent in their opinions,
confused in their ideas of most things, and superficial in all their
acquirements, of whatever nature—that they understand not the
principles of what they have professed to learn, nor are able to
comprehend the excellence and beauty of that which they profess
to know—and that, though their manners may be polished, easy,
and graceful, yet their minds are, after all, vacant—and at an age
when their brothers begin to be distinguished for their learning
and talents, they, with equal means of information, are ignorant
and superficial.
That there has been, and now is, some foundation for this cen
sure, I believe every well informed lady in America will readily
admit. But though she may impute the fault mostly to her own
sex, yet she will not exempt the other from a participation in the
origin of it. Men have not generally encouraged the improve-
.ment of female intellect, either by their conduct towards the illi
terate, or their approbation of the more intelligent. Literature
has not been made fashionable in society—it has not become ne
cessary, for it has not been made the subject of conversation, nor
furnished the materials for it

,

in fashionable and polite circles.
When gentlemen and ladies have assembled together, those of the
first, who choose to talk upon other than most trivial topics, have
separated themselves into knots, from which the latter were ex
cluded; or if they mingled in general conversation, they have
thought themselves obliged to follow up some nonsense, and to
manifest to the ladies, that they either held them incapable of any
thing rational and improving, or that they had no taste for aught
but trifles. If any few individuals among the ladies were wise
enough and fortunate enough to join in more enlightened con
verse, and on more interesting subjects, how soon were the sneers
of the coxcomb, and the wounded vanity of the less intelligent
females, employed in ridiculing the merit, they secretly envied.
Illiterate and vain men hate superior endowments in others.
Even in their own sex, they can hardly pardon the possessor;—
but in a woman, superiority is unpardonable, insupportable—for it

is the keenest possible reproach to their own conscious deficien
cies. To behold an inferior being, (and the grossly ignorant a

l

ways hold woman such,) in every respect surpassing themselves,

is indeed a mortifying sight to empty-pated fops and self-con
ceited "would-be's; and tney usually seek to hide their own
worthlessness beneath the flimsy veil of affected contempt. And
women do the same. Who ever heard an ignorant one confess
her ignorance, that she did not, at the same time, aim a covert



134 The Natural Rights of Woman.

reproach at her more fortunate rival, by some ill-natured remark
for such, "as know too much for her"—"for' her part, she did not
profess to be learned," or some similar mark of humility? It is
not requisite (or has not been heretofore,) for a lady to furnish
her head with' ideas, or her heart with wisdom and truth, in order
to receive attention in company. If she has furnished the first
with a fashionable turban, and the last with artificial sensibility,
and has a flow of animal spirits, she is more likely to be caress
ed, than if as intellectual as Linneus, or as wise and good as So
lomon. Young ladies hear their companion complimented on
her skill in music—extolled for inimitable dancing, and flattered
for her beauty ; they see her followed, caressed, and coveted for
mere external accomplishments, while her head is as hollow as
the instrument she plays upon, and her heart as light as her own
airy steps in the dance, and think only how they may equal her
in these, and hear themselves praised, as they now hear her. The
first wish of women, is to please the men; and whatever they
imagine will best please them, that they are most desirous to pos
sess. If knowledge, wit, and wisdom, were essential to this,
every woman would endeavor to be knowing, witty, and wise.
And that they were not so, long ago, is the lault of the men as
well as themselves. They studied to please, and if ignorance did
not best please, then the conduct of the other sex, has been in op
position to their sentiments. That women should prefer the evane
scent pleasure of empty, false, and often gross flattery, to the dig
nity of the female character, and her importance and usefulness
in society, and in her own family, is what I can neither defend,
nor account for. The most that can be said in their justification,
is, that being ignorant, they had no correct idea of the blessings,
the pleasures, the enjoyments, of a well stored mind, and a vigo
rous understanding. Mothers could not impress upon the young
minds of their daughters, the value of what they had never pos
sessed themselves ; and fathers did not think it was of value to
girls. Even those gentlemen who had most taste for refined and
literary society, and sought diligently for companions of this
sort, appear to have seldom thought of seeking them in their
wives, or creating them in their daughters ; and while they have
been most liberal in furnishing the latter with masters, schools,
and books, have never taken the least care to see that these were
suitable to, or applied to the improvement of the mind. They
have left it to the mothers, who know little or nothing, them
selves, to decide how, and what the girls shall be taught. These
leave it again to the girls ; and these last compromise with the
teachers ; and finally, leave school with a smattering of terms in
various branches, and a few copies of the head of Ariadne, or
some other heroine, to hang over the piano forte, that they may at
one sitting, hear of all their acquirements.
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That this has been the state of female improvement, and the
female mind generally speaking, in the United States, every one
will acknowledge ; at the same time let it be remembered, that
many and honorable have been the exceptions. America has pro
duced women, equal to her men—and what more can be said ?
There was never any deficiency of talents,—there is now no defi
ciency in the means for improving those talents : a little longer,
and I trust there will be no deficiency in the disposition to im
prove them to the utmost. Even now, though we do wish to
call them learned, we are proud to say that we have many lite
rary women—many who have redeemed the deserved stigma of
superficial, and who furnish a living proof of the equal capacities
of their sex; and who, from their rank in society, happily have
the power to make mental improvement fashionable, and necessa
ry to a pleasing reception in polished circles.
Ladies are no longer afraid, nor ashamed to be acquainted
with history, with geography, with natural history, or with what
ever has a tendency to enlarge their views, strengthen their un
derstanding, improve their taste, or amend their heart. The
sickening sensibility of romance, has given place to the genuine
feelings of sympathy for real distress ; and the idle, vain, and
showy accomplishments of the late boarding schools are, we be
lieve, giving place to the solid and useful departments of practical
knowledge. We now hear of "The Ladies' Literary Gazette,"
without surprise, and without a sneer. "We know—we acknow
ledge —we feel the influence of the female character; and we re
joice to perceive that influence increasing, and glory in beholding
it become, almost daily, not only more and more extensive and
powerful, but more and more beneficial and salutary to both
sexes, and followed by the happiest results attending the im
provement and virtue of man. How far preferable is a wise man
to a fool, Solomon has told. How far preferable is a wise woman
to a fool, let him tell, who has had both to wife.

D'ANVILLE.*
i
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MEMOIR OF STEPHEN HOOFER,
Read before the Boston Debating Society: By Samuel L. Knapp.

Mr. President: On this regular meeting for our accustomed
exercises, the animating voice of debate is silent, and we come
to devote a sad and solemn hour to mourn the death of a brother
who once adorned your chair with the spirit of independence and
justice, and the charms of a manly and ready elocution. There is
a time for all things,—to discuss—to rejoice—and to lament—as
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